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Digital Facsimile and transcribed text on equal footing



The problems

• Premodern Chinese texts do not use modern 
standardized orthography

• They do not contain punctuation and only minimal 
hints to the structure

• A modern view of the text (content based OHCO) is 
difficult to establish 



Stages in the life of 
a text

• We consider the life of a digital text in different 
stages, with quite different requirements:

(1) Birth: First cut transcription (outsourced?)

(2) Incubator: Establishment of the character content 
and hierarchical structures

(3) Education: Exploration of the content, translation, 
annotation etc.

(4) Adulthood: Publication,  public collaboration



Birth of a text

• Provisional transcription of the characters, according 
to one source

• Placeholders are used for not  transcribable 
characters to mark the position of these characters

• line breaks are retained and page numbers indicated 



In the incubator
• The sequential position of a character in the text is 

the main reference point

• This allows to assign different characters (original/
regularized) forms to the same position

• A character database helps in establishing and 
maintaining such relationships both on the level of 
the individual text instance, text collections and 
generally valid relations between characters

• Collation with other redactions of the text 



Growing up

• Transform from the position and page/line oriented 
model of the incubator to the TEI text model

• Punctuation and / or a more fine grained analysis 
structural analysis is added

• Adding of additional information about textual 
features, named entities etc



Publication

• Side by side view, similar to the incubator

• Additional views with a layout corresponding to the 
different purposes of the view

• Support for translating and research on the text

• Collaborative framework



from the Incubator



to “real”  TEI XML



Redundant textual representation



Reduced representation of regularized 
and additional text witnesses



Interconnected textual layers


